
P a g e  1 | 12 

Cherrywood Community Primary School – Charging & Remissions Policy –May 2026 

 

 

 

Cherrywood Community Primary School 

Hampshire 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charging and Remissions Policy 
 

 

 

Adopted on: 

 

May 26 

Signed on behalf of the 

Governing Body 

 

 

Mrs B Read 

Chair 

Review Date 

 

May 27 

Authorised Reviewer and 

Approver  

Finance and Personnel Portfolio 

Governor(s). Staff Link – Business 

Manager 

 

 

 

 

 



P a g e  2 | 12 

Cherrywood Community Primary School – Charging & Remissions Policy –May 2026 

The school follows guidance set out in the Education Act 1996 Section 449 to 462, and the 

DfE Guidance on Charging for Activities 2018.   This policy sets out how the school will 

apply its discretionary powers and the circumstances in which charges and/or remissions 

are made, and voluntary contributions are sought from parents and carers.    

  

Voluntary Contributions towards Educational Visits and Additional Activities  

  

The school believes that educational and residential visits and other extracurricular 

activities have a significant and positive impact on children’s educational and social 

development.  These activities play an important part in the enrichment of the curriculum 

and in engaging children in learning.   

  

The school meets the full cost of many additional and extra-curricular activities (for 

example: visitors from Farnham Museum, and sports coaching for after school clubs).    

  

Throughout the school year, off-site visits are planned to enrich children’s learning 

experience (e.g., Gibert White’s House and Museum, Winchester Cathedral, and 

Milestones. Museum).  Generally, the cost of a visit is calculated and divided by the 

number of children in the relevant class / group.  The Headteacher may (and often does) 

decide that the school will subsidise the cost of more expensive visits to make it more 

affordable for families.  Parents are then informed about the visit and invited to 

contribute towards the cost.  Parents may make voluntary contributions by instalments.  

  

Educational visits will only go ahead if voluntary contributions cover a substantial 

proportion (exact amount to be decided by the Headteacher, but as guidance at least 

80%) of the final cost of the visit. The school will make this clear in correspondence to 

parents before the trip takes place.   If a particular activity cannot take place without 

some help from parents, this is explained to parents during the planning stage. No pupil 

will be left out of an activity because their parent(s) cannot or will not make any 

contribution.    

 

Residential Visits:  

Special rules apply for residential activities, i.e., those which require pupils to spend one 

or more nights away from home. For residential visits, a charge will be levied for board 

and lodgings.  Parents will be invited to make voluntary contributions in respect of 

remaining costs. Parents must agree to pay the charges before the child undertakes the 

activity. Costs for a residential visit can include elements for: travel, board and lodging, 

materials, books, equipment, tuition, entrance fees and insurance. Each child will be 

charged for the cost of his/her own part of the visit only.  

  

Parents will be able to pay for residential trips in instalments. The school will provide a 

payment schedule for each trip which will set out the latest date by which parents need 
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to have made all payments to secure a pupil’s place on the trip and avoid the loss of the 

non-refundable deposit and/or the imposition of cancellation charges by the residential 

trip provider. This will usually be a date no later than the week before the school is 

required to pay the non-returnable deposits due to the residential centre(s). This means 

a decision can be made to cancel a trip (if there are insufficient numbers to make it viable) 

and/or adjust numbers without parents losing instalments already paid.  

  

Residential Visits - Remissions: If the parent/guardian of a pupil is in receipt of certain 

income support benefits/credits including Universal Credit, Income Support, Income 

Based Jobseeker’s, and/or Income-related Employment and Support Allowance, (or 

otherwise meets the criteria set out in the legislation) then charges in respect of board 

and lodging will be remitted in full.   

 

Music Tuition: The school pays for all children in Year 4 to be given tuition in three musical 

instruments throughout the year.  The school levies charges in respect of other music 

tuition if the teaching is not an essential part of either the National Curriculum or a public 

examination syllabus being followed by the pupil.  However, the school may remit (wholly 

or partly) the cost of tuition when families face financial hardship.  

 

Optional Extras 

Breakfast Club:  the school operates an optional daily breakfast club for which there is a 

charge (calculated in accordance with the statutory guidance) to cover the cost of food 

and staffing. The cost of a place is reviewed at least annually, and any changes will be 

communicated to all parents before any increases are introduced. 

 

A copy of the Breakfast Club information and booking pack incorporating the Breakfast 

Club Booking Form, which explains the booking/cancellation and payment terms and 

conditions and the charges at the date of this policy is attached. This is communicated to 

parents annually or after any revision in charges.  

 

The school recognises the importance of all children starting the day having eaten a 

healthy breakfast and that some children also need the stability and routine of a breakfast 

club to prepare themselves for the day ahead. The Governors and Headteacher have in 

their discretion decided that children who trigger a payment of pupil premium (including 

Looked After Children and service children) will not be charged to attend the breakfast 

club. This concession may be withdrawn or amended if in future the Governors decided 

that it is no longer possible to support some or all the cost of these free places. 

 

After School Childcare:  the school recognises that for many parents their work or other 

demands mean that they are unable to collect their child at the normal school day end. 

To support these families the school operates an optional daily after school childcare 
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provision for which there is a charge (calculated in accordance with the statutory 

guidance) to cover the cost of a snack/drink, staffing and premises costs. 

 

A copy of the After School Club information and booking pack incorporating the After 

School Club Agreement which explains the booking/cancellation and payment terms and 

conditions and the charges at the date of this policy is attached. Charges will be reviewed 

at least annually. Any changes in the charges or revisions to the terms and conditions of 

usage will be notified to parents in advance of these being applied. 

 

Afterschool Activity Clubs: The school offers additional extra-curricular physical activity 

clubs between 15.15 – 16.15, Mon-Thus. The afterschool activities are offered at a 

discounted rate of £4.00 per session, per child. The club activities are adjusted each half 

term, and all children are given the opportunity to apply for spaces. This is a joint 

enterprise with an external provider all charges are raised via the Arbor Parent Portal app. 

On a Friday – An additional afterschool club is offered to the children from and 

independent external provider. Parents are communicated with directly and payment for 

this club is made directly to the external provider. 

 

Damage/Loss to Property: A charge will be levied in respect of wilful damage, neglect, or 

loss of school property (including premises, furniture, equipment, books, or materials), 

the charge to be the cost of replacement or repair, respect of wilful damage, neglect, or 

loss of property (including premises, furniture, equipment, books, or materials) belonging 

to a third party, where the cost has been recharged to the school. The charge to be the 

cost of replacement or repair, or such lower cost as the Headteacher may decide.  

 

Lettings: If the school agrees to let its premises, it will make its facilities available to 

outside users at a charge of at least the cost of providing the facilities, the precise 

charges to be determined by Governors from time to time. For users connected to the 

school the charge will be based on the site staff overtime costs.  

 

Other charges: The Headteacher, the Finance & Personnel Portfolio, or the Governing 

Body may levy charges for miscellaneous services up to the cost of providing such services 

e.g., for providing a copy of an OFSTED report.  

 

This policy should be read in conjunction with:   

Pupil Premium Policy and Pupil Premium spending plan. 

 

Attachments: 

Breakfast Club Information and Booking Pack 2025-26 

After School Club Information and Booking Pack 2025-26 
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