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Cherrywood Community Primary School 

British Values Polic 

In June 2014, the government emphasised the important role that British values can play in 
education. As a school, we respect and embrace the diverse heritages of everybody at Cherrywood. 
Alongside this, we value and celebrate being part of Britain. In general terms, this means that we 
observe traditions, such as customs in the year, for example, Harvest festival during the Autumn 
term.  British values are promoted in so much of what we do, not least during our school 
assemblies, Religious Education and RSHE sessions. Morning messages are also a way in which we 
learn about the British Values. These are shared each morning and are the same across the school 
so they create points of discussion within the school.  

We agree with the Department for Education’s five-part definition of British values: 

• democracy 
• the rule of law 
• individual liberty 
• mutual respect 
• tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 

Often mutual respect and tolerance are grouped together and taught as a pair. It is important to 
recognise that the values are not mutually exclusive and are recognised as a group of values 

At Cherrywood pupils will encounter these principles throughout everyday school life.  Listed below 
are some examples of how we promote these values in our school community: 

Democracy 

Democracy is embedded within the school.  Pupils are listened to by adults and are taught to listen 
carefully with concern for each other, respecting the right of every pupil to have their opinions and 
voices heard.  

We have a School Council which meets regularly with a member of staff to discuss issues raised by 
pupils. The Council has access to a small budget if required and is genuinely able to effect change 
within the school, for example updating the school’s behaviour policy.   Each member of the School 
Council has been voted for by their class.  The election process involves pupils writing a manifesto 
which they deliver to their class before voting begins.   

The school continues to use Big Questions in a weekly assembly.  These cover a range of moral 
considerations as well as making decision about the school including the names of our guinea pigs 
and the new school team names.  
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The Rule of Law 

Our pupils will encounter rules and laws throughout their entire lives. We want our pupils to 
understand that whether these laws govern the class, the school, the neighbourhood or the 
country, they are set for good reasons and must be adhered to. 

This understanding of the importance of rules will be consistently reinforced through assemblies 
and our curriculum. Throughout the year we welcome visits from members of the wider community 
including police, the fire brigade and many more. We believe that clear explanations and real life 
stories emphasise the importance of the rule of law for our pupils. 

Individual Liberty 

Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and 
supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils to make 
choices carefully, through provision of a safe environment and empowering education.  Pupils are 
encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advised how 
to exercise these safely, for example through our E-Safety and CPSHEE lessons. Whether it be 
through choice of challenge, of how they record, or choosing to participation in our numerous 
extra-curricular clubs and opportunities, pupils are given the freedom to make choices. 

Mutual Respect 

Mutual respect is at the heart of our values. Pupils learn that their behaviours have an effect on 
their own rights and those of others. All members of the school community treat each other with 
respect.  

Tolerance of those with other Faiths and Beliefs 

Cherrywood has children from a variety of different faiths and cultures. We offer a culturally rich 
and diverse curriculum in which several major religions in addition to Christianity are studied and 
respected.  This occurs in classrooms but also through assemblies and other school-wide activities. 
At Cherrywood we strongly believe that tolerance is gained through knowledge and understanding. 
Through our curriculum and the routines of our daily school life, we strive to demonstrate tolerance 
and help children to become knowledgeable and understanding citizens who can build a better 
Britain for the future.  

The website also shares ways in which the children learn about and have opportunities to 
demonstrate the British Values. 


